
The Guild of Analytical Psychologists  
presents a pop-up event


“Tonight the 
World”

A unique opportunity to participate in a 
conversation between award-winning artist 
Daria Martin and Jungian analysts.  

The conversation will be around themes 
arising in connection with the current art 
installation at the Curve Art Gallery in the 
Barbican Centre and Daria Martin’s 
grandmother’s 20,000 page dream diary, 
started when she entered Jungian analysis. 

3 April 2019 
7.30pm - 9pm  (1.5 hrs CPD) 

Venue: The Fountain Room, Ground Floor, Barbican 
Centre, Silk Street, London EC2Y 8DS  

£15  

RSVP by Weds 20th March to 
admin@analyticalpsychology.org 
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In 1936 Daria Martin’s grandmother, artist Susi 
Stiassni, was forced to flee Czechoslovakia to 
escape the Holocaust. She was 13. 


In her 50s (by now an artist living in the US) Susi fell 
into a depression and entered Jungian analysis. From 
then on she kept a meticulous record of her dreams, 
dictating them during the night and then typing them 
up in the morning. She used a rolodex card index to 
keep track of the images and archetypes that arose.


Before she died, Susi Stiassni bequeathed her diaries 
to her granddaughter, who embarked on a healing 
journey of her own. She was struck by how many of 
her grandmother’s dreams featured the modernist 
villa she was forced to leave and to which she never 
returned. Daria Martin uses five of those dreams as 
the source material for her art installation. 


The archetypal material from the first intensely private 
healing journey becomes a source for another 
healing journey two generations later. Daria’s 
subsequent symbolic creation that emerged during 
the course of her journey has now entered the public 
domain in the form of an anamorphic film. The impact 
of the material - with its themes of trauma, inter-
generational trauma, dreams, forced migration and 
anxiety, to name but a few - has become evident 
during the course of the exhibition - for example, in 
the powerful Social Dreaming Matrices that the 
Barbican Centre has hosted. These rapidly sold out 
and have been very popular with the younger 
generation, showing how relevant the themes of 
Daria Martin’s work are today. And so the healing 
impact of the original dreams ripples ever more 
widely.


The original dreams, together with several other 
pages of dreams from the diaries, are on display as 
part of the art installation. The architecture of the 
exhibition has been built to take the viewer into a 
liminal space, squeezing narrowly and ever more 
darkly to the threshold between the virtual and 

physical world, until eventually the viewer emerges to 
the film screen, rather like waking up from a dream….


The film was shot on location in Susi Stiassni’s 
former home in Brno in the Czech Republic. The villa 
has never been returned to the family, but they were 
invited back for a tree-planting ceremony. Daria was 
presented with a photo from the Gestapo archives of 
her grandmother’s grandmother and asked to pose 
for press photos with it. During the accompanying 
translation she learnt for the first time that her 
grandmother’s grandmother had been murdered in a 
concentration camp during the Holocaust.


Daria Martin is an internationally exhibited artist and 
Professor of Art at The Ruskin School of Art, 
University of Oxford. She was recently awarded the 
2018 Film London Jarman Award. 


Daria has generously agreed to meet with Jungian 
analysts and trainees interested in discussing and 
exploring the themes in her art installation from a 
Jungian perspective. It will be a unique opportunity, 
not only to discover more about the story of Tonight 
the World, but also to engage in a deeper exploration 
of important contemporary themes through dreams 
and art.


Some of the pages from the original dream 
diaries

The exhibition will close on Sat 7 April when it 
will transfer to The Jewish Contemporary 
Museum in San Francisco.  

The Guild of Analytical Psychology intends to 
host an event exploring the dream diaries and 
Daria Martin’s work in more depth at a later 
date, but this will be the only opportunity to view 
the full art installation.  

For more information on the exhibition please 
click here: https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-
on/2019/event/daria-martin-tonight-the-world 

and 

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2019/
event/daria-martin-tonight-the-world 

The Curve Art Gallery will be 
open before this event. 

For further information please contact Catherine Cox 
events@citypsychotherapy.org
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